Star-fish will grow fresh rays to replace amputated ones; crabs cast their claws, and speedily grow fresh ones; the salamander will grow new legs; and the snail will grow such a complicated organ as the eye, if it is cut off, not once but many times. The rule seems to be that if a limb or any other part of an animal necessary to its existence is subject to frequent accidental mutilation, Nature in progress of time endows the species with the power of renewing the lost part. The age of the animal makes a great difference ; the younger it is, the greater is the recuperative force.
Sir James Paget has formulated a law on this subject, viz. " that the reparative power bears an inverse proportion to the amount of power consumed in the development and growth of the individual, and in its maintenance in the perfect state."1
According to this, we should, of course, expect man to have a less perfect faculty for regeneration of parts than most other animals.
Perhaps, however, the most wonderful instances of the power in our tissues which is constantly fighting against disease and death is to be found in the phenomena of immunity. John Hunter showed by experiment that fresh blood destroyed putrefaction to some extent; in fact, he and his friend Edward Jenner may be considered the pioneers in this subject. Sir 
